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The future of doctoral 
research in the light of 
recent experience

 

Anne Lee has spent the last two years, with
her co-editor Rob Bongaardt, collecting data
from those involved in doctoral research from
around the world. As a result of this collabora-
tion with over 50 authors they have published
The Future of Doctoral Research. Challenges
and Opportunities. Much of the original re-
search was carried out just before the pandem-
ic. Anne will outline some of the main results of
this work and begin to examine it through the
lens of a world engulfed in a major health crisis.

Anne has conducted research into effective su-
pervision and led programmes and seminars
for supervisors and research students in the 
UK, USA and in northern Europe. Her book Suc-
cessful Research Supervision (2011) has been 
widely used in Doctoral Colleges, Graduate 
Schools and by Supervisors. Her recent  

research with the University of Bristol has fo-
cussed on the challenges facing doctoral su-
pervisors in different disciplines.
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