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Richard Niessen
Richard Niessen (1972) & Esther de Vries 
(1974) describe their work as “lyrical design”: 
expressive and imaginative, using a rich  
language. Their work is involved, subjective 
and personal in content. It is spontaneous,  
even conversational, not intended to impress 
with its erudition or cleverness.  
Being graphic designers doesn’t limit them  
to two dimensions or sole print work:  
their designs range from exhibitions to  
textiles and from ceramics to coins, always 
highly “compressed” allowing to “unpack”  
the meaning. They work for clients like artists 
Jennifer Tee and Auke de Vries, cultural  
institutions like Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam 
and Fonds BKVB, companies as Maharam  
and Dell. They also initiate a lot of their projects 
themselves, like “1:1:1” and “Op basis van  
Bas Oudt”. Their exhibition “TM-City” gives an  
overview about their work. It was shown in 
Chaumont, Amsterdam, Sofia and other cities.

Exhibition
January 23, 2012 – 
March  23, 2012
Bern University of the Arts
Fellerstrasse 11, 3027 Bern
First floor, Shedhall

Open 
Monday – Friday, 09.00–19.00

Lecture, Vernissage
Wednesday, January 25, 2012, 
Bern University of the Arts,
Auditorium, 6 p.m.


