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The Art and Industry of the Ticinese Stuccatori
from the 16th to the 17th Century

Between the 16th and 17th centuries,
the stuccatori from Canton Ticino were
requested in all of Europe to take part
in the decoration of the main building
projects. Their methods of organizing
the work, their ability to collaborate
with other artists and workers, their at-
tention to updating formal requiremen-
ts represented their strengths. These
qualities probably would not have been
sufficient if they were not accompanied
also by a particular ability in mastering
the challenging art of stucco.

Despite much research that explored
the works of these artists and their cul-
tural context, there has never been at-
tention on how their practical and te-
chnical "know-how" contributed to the
great professional and artistic success
that they enjoyed. It is still not known if
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Studying the artistic process and not
only the finished “products” will lead to
a better understanding of stucco deco-
ration, placing this art in a wider cultu-
ral framework; it will expand with new
data the knowledge of the art histo-
rians, verifying the existence of “schools”
and dates, and it will allow to compare
the decoration created by these artists
outside of Ticino.
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